Searching Brill’s Electronic Edition
of the Dead Sea Scrolls

A Basic Introduction to searching
the Dead Sea Scrolls in Hebrew

Prepared by Roy E. Ciampa
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Upon entering the program open “The Dead Sea Scrolls — Hebrew” and

choose the cave that has youir document (or simply start in cave 4 —
Hebrew). Then select “Open.” You will then see the following screen:
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Your screen will look like this.
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From the menu at the top of the screen choose ‘Search’
and then ‘Search Manager’.
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Choose the allowable distance between the two
words (e.g., 25 words).
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Under “Options” choose “Show Keyboard”




X

: SearchManager E
File Edit List Combine Options Help
Hrdtza) |f-‘-.|| Wiordz j | Hebrew j
524 NI
1 NN T
Space mean3:| Pdithin 25 ‘Wards} j Presg "'
11 SearchlList I:I | et
Siee [ 0 |

Search Categony

==~

40123 [ Qpaleo pa

123 (4Qpaleo parals

nNARAEAREEBEE

103 3 BN 1P Y 3P N EX S

Lo o I Y a) a0 A

stite JLo o Jx Jn ] a ) DL ) st ]

Gempiose || CL. DID IX, ed. Ske
[ 1 tachange.
=3 _e
]uuuuzj[
]E?"IHJ'I'EIT[
15[
PULBI oo
(2] [Rey3IN[ D[P
Xlpp
Keys:| Hebrew-OWERTY -
=l
Dut:k:| Bottarn - Left j
| Remoyve || Help | T AN

. —. 5
= A1 L LT L] |
LI [ '] L]

Thinking right-to-left, type out the word for which you

wish to search.
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For N8N type 15t 2nd 3rd
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To find related forms of the same word go to “List” and
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While the exact form XXX occurs 50 times inthe (non-biblical)

Scrolls, the program will now search for the 129 different forms of

that root that occur in the Scrolls. (If you want you can press the
spacebar enter another word that you needs to be in the vicinity.)
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Choose “Books in Book Shelf” (for the Hebrew manuscripts)
and then “Search”
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Now the number of “hits”\(occurrences) are listed next to each cave.
There are 129 1n cave 4. None in caves 3 or 5-10. There are 35 in
cave 11.
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With your cursor, select a cave that has some hits and then choose
“View”
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Unlike English searches the full reference 1s given for each Hebrew
search. You simply need to remember the SBL Handbook style. The

first two are 4Q123 2, 1 (or 4Qpaleo paraJosh 2, 1) and 4Q158 1-2,
17 (or 40QBibPar 1-2. 17
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Here we have 4Q176 1-2 1, 9 (or 4QTanh 1-2 I, 9) and
4Q176 1-21, 11 (or4QTanh 1-2 1, 11).
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Would you like to put the Hebrew and English translation side-by-

side? Go to your desktop and open the Brill DSS program again
(without closing the edition you already have open).




17735 Y1 L
1__angIer yne
YWordCruncher Library - Local Library J

File Help *iloo

Current Bookcasze:

v W
EDSS Electronic Reference Library
LT = s

Shelf Hame Book Hame riliE]

]
1

[m 071 Information about the D55 Databaze E 01: The Dead Sea Scrallz Tranzlated

[m 02 Dead Sea Scralls - Aramaic

[m 03: Dead Sea Scrolls - Greek/Latin 1=11

N3 Ts
[m 04 Dead Sea Scrolls - Hebrew

=S o

Il I 05 Dead Sea Scrolls - Translation 11¥1

=

FFIITw LF PP T Ti% R
%
O O™Maa =g H'I['}'
%

Lakala a LA iTuTy

1o 1P

Open The Dead Sea Scrolls Translated.
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When you have 1t positioned as you want go to “View” and “Table
of Contents”
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Then find the Reference List icon at the bottom of the screen and
arrange each window until you can see the English and Hebrew
windows visible side-by-side.
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The first text, 4Q123 is considered a biblical text and 1s not included
in the English translation. The second text, 4Q158 1s listed under
“Paraphrase of the Pentateuch” Click on 1t and see the text come up




Where is the English translation?

* To find the English translation you may wish to consult the
hardcopy edition of Florentino Garcia Martinez’ translation
(The Dead Sea Scrolls Translated: The Qumran Texts in
English). In the very back of the book the Manuscripts
from Qumran are listed 1in order of cave and manuscript
number and at the end of each entry 1s an indication of the
pages where the text is translated. If you turn to those pages
you can see how they relate to the table of contents, which
has the same structure as the one 1n the software program.
4Q158 1s listed on page 483 of that list which tells us 1t 1s
translated on pages 219-222 of the book. In the table of
contents of the book those pages are listed under
“Paraphrase of the Pentateuch.”
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Minimize the Table of Contents and scroll down to line 17 of
fragments 1-2. Here’s the word “slaves” that translates JNXN.




Now what?

* Follow the same procedure to find the other
references 1n the English translation.

* Don’t forget to check the references in the
other caves (you’re just looking at the ones
from cave 4 at the moment.
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Another way 'to find the texts in English translation 1s to go to “File”

and then “Save” on the Reference List with the Hebrew texts.
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ICave 4,4Q123 (4Qpaleo paralosh),Frag. 2,.1

Cave 4,4Q158 (4QBibPar),Frag. 1-2,,17

Cave 4,4Q158 (4QBibPar),Frag. 9.3

Cave 4,4Q159 (4QOrdinances a),Frag. 2-4,,2
Cave 4,4Q139 (4QOrdinances a),Frag. 2-4,.3
Cave 4,4Q160 (4QVisSam).Frag. 3-4,Col. 11,1

Cave 4,4Q163 (4Qpap plsa ¢),Frag. 11,Col. 1,2

Your file will look like this. You can then go to any English
translation of the Dead Sea Scrolls and look up the references. 1
recommend The Dead Sea Scrolls Study Edition edited by Florentino
Garcia Martinez & Eibert J.C. Tigchelaar, which presents the Hebrew
text and English translation of each non-biblical text in order of cave
and manuscript number.
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Keep 1in mind the automatic lexicon does not distinguish between
nominal and verbal forms based on the same root. If you would-like

to search for specific forms (or only noun or verb forms) go to “List”
and then choose “Lexicon Dialog Box.” You will see the following
screen:




search Lexicon for related words

Mezzage Tutor

Headword(z] found -- options:

Sibling Proceszing

X

1. Press [Combine] to build zearch lizt with all words. Total Siblings: Search Hits:
2. Highlight headward|z] and then prezs [Combine] 31 0

3. Change zource word ar file.

4. Prezz [Help] and put mouze here to zee an explanation. | remove zelected | | keep zelected

Source Data List of Sibling Words

Wur& Comment

...................

File: [11: Hebrew Word List | Coun? _Language 1
/[ 0] Hebrew =y [Qalimperflos] 4]
Word: Tay [1] Hebrew 713 [Hif pertf 1op]
[0] Hebrew A1ayn if perf 2rms] ]
Head i
T ¥ [0] Hebo&fw noavn if perf 1cs]
rew  Teyn if inf const, Hif pen
Hebrew -9y {f wrawr consec 3ms 3
Hebrew 119w [Hifwaw consec Stap,
Hebrew =19

[Qal foperf 3rns]

Under the “Llst of Slb iing Words™ (which helpfully identifies each
form under “Comment’) you may select which forms you which to
find. By highlighting a form and then choosing “remove'selected”

you may remove forms that are not of interest (e.g,
are purely verbal forms or noun forms). Keep in mind there are some

forms that could be either and would need to be dis
context after performing the search.

all those forms that

tinguished in



Search Lexicon for related words x|
Mezzage Tutor Sibling Proceszing
Headword(z] found -- options:

1. Press [Combine] to build zearch lizt with all words. Total Siblings: Search Hits:
2. Highlight headward|z] and then prezs [Combine] 4 0

3. Change zource word ar file.

4. Prezz [Help] and put mouze here to zee an explanation. rermove selected keep zelected

Source Data List of Sibling Words
File: |11: Hebrew Word List j Count  Language Word  Comment
[E0] Hebrew =9w [cot noun rap const, cotn
Word: T3y [12] Hebrew a3y [com noun mp const, Cal
[5] Hebrew gy [comn noun mp, Qal part n
ey Tay [0] Hebrew pTay [cora nowun rap]

Count
2

|

| LCancel | |--:> Combite {--| | Help

In your trimmed-down list of word forms be sure to eliminate words
that do not occur at all, such as the last word 1n this list.




search Lexicon for related words

Mezzage Tutor
Headword(z] found -- options:

1. Press [Combine] to build zearch lizt with all words.

2. Highlight headward|z] and then prezs [Combine]

3. Change zource word ar file.

4. Prezz [Help] and put mouze here to zee an explanation.

Source Data

Sibling Proceszing

Total Siblings:
3

X

Search Hits:
1]

remove selected

keep zelected

List of Sibling Words

Count
2

File: |11: Hebrew Word List j Count  Language Word  Comment
[E0] Hebrew =9w [cot noun rap const, cotn
Word: T3y [12] Hebrew a3y [com noun mp const, Cal
[5] Hebrew gy [comn noun mp, Qal part n
Head
words: ¥

| LCancel | |--:> Combine <--

Here 1s a final trimmed-down iist-ef words forms that are noun forms
or could be noun or verb forms. To search for this list of words (after
removing the other forms from the list), choose “-> Combine <-”




cearch Lexicon for related words j: x|

Mezzage Tutor Sibling Proceszsing
Search List OK -- options

1. Press [Use] to return to Searchid anager with zearch list. Ueetizll SiiaiTgrs SETED i
2. Cancle and change the source ward 3 4
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4. Select another headword [if rultiple present) remove selected | | keep zelected
Source Data List of Sibling Words
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Head
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Count
2
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Now choose “-> Use <-” (where “-> Combine <-” was before).
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To search for the 74 occurrences of the forms you have chosen 1n the
cave you chose when you opened the program (in this case, Cave 4),

choose the “eyeglass™ icon.
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To the rest of the Heébrew material from Qumran for the same forms,
choose the “Search Library” icon.
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When the “Library Search” window appears choose
“Books 1n Book Shelf” and then “Search.”
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You can see that besides the 74 occurrences in Cave 4 there are also
36 occurrences 1n Cave 1 and 5 more in Cave 11 (you would have to
scroll down to see them).
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You,can see that besides the\74 occurrences in Cave 4 there are also
36 occurrences 1in Cave 1 and\5 more in Cave 11 (you would have to
seroll down to see them). To see the occurrences in any of the caves
double-click on line with the list of hits in that cave.
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Y ou may now scroll through the results. Close this window to go
back to the earlier results window and check the results of other
caves.



